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meetings—so much so that in many cases grave-side speeches
were forbidden by the police. Nor were the Press laws able to
stifle all opposition in papers : the Siecle in particular, although
sailing at times very near the wind, managed to avoid suppression
and to keep alive some form of constitutional opposition.1
The 1857 elections saw the return of a number of anti-
Imperial candidates, but it was impossible at this stage to
distinguish Liberals from Republican Democrats, Moderates like
Favre, Ollivier and Cavaignac being elected on the same ticket
as the extremist Darimon, the intimate friend and helper of
Proudhon. Politically, indeed, Liberals and Radicals combined
their efforts almost to the very end of the Bonapartist regime.
Having already dealt with the Liberal thought of the period,
we need only indicate here the distinctive elements of the
Republican as against the Liberal tradition. We may thank-
fully note the complete disappearance of the tenacious illusion
that autocracy, however " popular " or " direct" its origin, can
really be a form of free government. Bonapartist Republicans
made their mea culfa through the intermediary of Hugo
and his CMtiments^ while the influence of Michelet and
Quinet, who had never bowed the knee to Baal, was greater
than ever before. Proudhon was also widely read, by many
who disagreed with the economist but sympathized with the
rebel, while Comte, poles asunder as he was from democratic
theories, helped to free many minds from many dead dogmas.
Socialists like Fourier and Considerant also played a part in
the political education of the young Republican generation.
It was in vain, however, that Democratic Republicanism
looked for a new prophet. Jules Simon we have already classified
as a Liberal, in spite of his Radical leanings ; and no one would
call him a prophet. Jules Favre,2 more definitely Republican
1	The   Siecle   refrained   from   attacking   the   Emperor in  person, and
Napoleon was said not to be averse to the paper's attack on the official policy
of friendship with the Church.
2	Jules Favre (1809-1880): barrister; Deputy, 1848, and again in 1858;
head of the Republican party, 1863 ; member of the Government of National
Defence, 1870; head of French delegation to the Frankfort Peace Conference,
1871. Chief works: Discours sur la Liberte inttrieure (1869), and collected
speeches.
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